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been employed in any cases from the commencement, and whether leeches, 
cataplasms, &c., had been also resorted to. In this case the turpentine would 
have acted just like an ordinary blister, and it is well known that in advanced 
peritonitis advantage is sometimes derived from resorting to blisters and Todd’s 
mixture. He also suggested that the turpentine might act in the same way as 
the castor-oil collodion employed by if. R. Latour, by preventing transpiration 
and the contact of air. M. Yidal believes, however, that turpentine does not 
act in this way, but as an energetic and diffused revulsive, while at the same 
time it undergoes absorption by the skin and respiratory organs. At first he 
did not employ it so exclusively in peritonitis as he now does, as he then used 
to apply also leeches. Now he resorts without hesitation to the turpentine at 
once. He generally combines with it the application of ice, or what might be 
termed compression by means of ice, and under certain circumstances he would 
still use leeches. M. Moutard-Martin, believing the action of the turpentine to be 
solely topical, asked whether comparative, trials of it and of blisters had been 
made; but M. Yidal is convinced that it also acts internally. That it is speedily 
absorbed is shown by the odour of the urine; while, soon after its application, 
the patients seem as if a cordial had been administered to them, and their 
cyanosed lips soon recover their colour.— Med. Times and Gazette, Feb. 24, 
1872. 

31. Use of the Bromide of Potassium in Epilepsy. —Dr. Jules Falret gives 
the results of his treatment at Bieetre during the years 1867-70. where he 
treated, almost invariably, confirmed cases where the disease was of long stand¬ 
ing. He begins by giving 15 grains a day, very gradually increased until the 
dose of one drachm is reached. This usually diminishes the number of attacks, 
and is then persisted with; if not, the quantity is again increased, every week 
or fortnight, until eight scruples, or two drachms, are taken daily. If considera¬ 
ble improvement results, and if no bad consequences are observed, this dose is 
continued for one or two years, and then gradually brought down to the original 
dose of 15 grains. He attaches great importance to the slowness with which 
the dose is increased and diminished; and ascribes most failures to suddenly 
leaving off the medicine. By this treatment he states that he has cured one- 
seventh of his cases, greatly improved three-sevenths, and failed with the re¬ 
mainder. Attacks of maniacal violence proved most amenable to treatment; 
next in order came nocturnal fits, then diurnal; vertigo and the “ petit mal” 
being most difficult of cure, these last sometimes taking the place of ordinary 
fits under treatment. An aeneiform eruption on the face, shoulders, and back 
is generally observed as soon as the daily dose of one drachm is reached ; when 
it is not produced, M. Falret usually finds that the bromide does no good—it 
sometimes becomes so annoying as to prevent treatment being continued. Con¬ 
siderable loss of mental power and other cerebral symptoms, of course, indicate 
an immediate suspension of the remedy. They seem to M. Falret more frequent 
in private practice than at Bic6t.ro. One patient died very suddenly, while 
taking only moderate doses of the bromide; the author analyzed the viscera, 
and found considerable accumulation of the salt in the brain and liver. 

This paper was read before the Societe Medico-Psychologique, and gave rise 
to two very interesting discussions, of which only the most salient points can 
be given here. 

M. Morel looked upon the doses given as “fearful;” he has himself rarely 
given more than two scruples or one drachm daily. 

M. Legrand du Saulle, on the contrary, stated that he saw no danger in such 
large doses, provided they were only arrived at very slowly: his full dose is two 
drachms and a half daily, which he oulv attains after several months’ treatment. 
With this precaution, he has never seen any evil results, not even emaciation. 
He believes, however, that such large doses are only needed for men, and that 
women are sufficiently acted upon by half a drachm to one drachm daily. He 
has treated 138 cases in all, cured 10 of these, greatly improved 19, improved 
45, and failed in 64. He prefers the bromide of sodium for chorea, hysteria, 
hemicrania, and the early stages of melancholia; and the bromide of ammonium 
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in all forms of cerebral congestion ; he has seen it relieve symptoms of this 
kind in general paralysis with great rapidity. 

M. Yoison, who was the originator of this graduated method of administering 
the bromide, read along critique upon M. J. Falret’s paper. Besides acne sim¬ 
plex and indurata, he has observed another eruption of specific character in 
persons taking the salt. This consists of patches of confluent acne pustules, 
generally on the calves of the legs, which end by producing adherent scabs, and 
sometimes ulcers difficult to heal. He shows, by figures, that the occurrence 
of skin eruptions is no evidence of a favourable action of the remedy, which he 
looks for in some sign that it is acting on the medulla oblongata. This he finds 
by titillating the pharynx, nares, and epiglottis, and observing whether the 
reflex acts of nausea, sneezing, and coughing are produced. As soon as they 
cease, he considers the medicine to be producing its physiological action, and, 
therefore, to be acting beneficially upon the disease. He dwelt at some length 
on the various phenomena of bromism (among which he has once seen acute 
mania), and urged that uo patient should be allowed to take more than one 
drachm of the bromide daily, without being frequently examined by his physician. 
Of 41 cases (generally of confirmed epilepsy) treated by M. Voison, 17 have 
had no attack for five years, 20 are improved, and 4 remain in the same state. 
No one seems to have questioned the efficacy of the bromide during these two 
meetings, but, since then. M. Delasiauve and a few men of less note have ex¬ 
pressed doubts as to its curative action in confirmed epilepsy, and have seen 
increased violence of attacks follow its suspension. What would they have 
said had they known that Biuz and other Germans totally deny that the bro¬ 
mides have any different action from the chlorides of the same bases?— Edin. 
Med. Journ., Feb. 1872, from Journ. Mental Science, Jan. 1872, 

32. Intracranial Disease cured by Iodide of Potassium. —Dr. G. Owen 
Bees related to the Clinical Society of London, November 24, 1871, the fol¬ 
lowing case: A young man, aged 21. was admitted into Guy’s Hospital, 
under Dr. Moxon’s care, having been ill six months. The illness came on 
with severe headache; in about three months, ptosis and ocular paralysis of 
the left side commenced, and, as it went on, the left fifth nerve also became 
involved, and the right hand grew partially numb. When admitted, the pa¬ 
tient had agonizing pain in the head. The left eye was intensely red, and 
its cornea ulcerated ; it was almost immovable, and the lid was dropped. He 
could not feel moderate touches on the left side of the face, nor taste salt 
on the left side of the tongue, nor use the left masticating muscles. He had two 
slight seizures of a doubtful kind on the first two days after admission. Iodide 
of potassium was given in three-grain doses thrice daily, and the dose increased 
to a scruple. The pain left him very soon, the other symptoms more gradually. 
He was in attendance at the Society’s rooms, and the state of the left side of 
his face and of his left eye was practically normal again. This was the third 
case of syphilitic disease about the sella turcica Dr. Moxon had met with. 
This he connected with the growth of the sphenoidal sinuses there, bringing in 
illustration the occurrence of exostoses very frequently about the frontal 
sinuses and of exostoses on the long bones at the region of the epiphyseal car¬ 
tilages; all these facts going to prove that the seats of late development were 
usually liable to disease. Dr. Moxon believed it was incumbent on every one 
who had a case of local intracranial disease under his care, to treat it at once 
with iodide of potassium, without waiting to make out its nature. He had not 
seen any serious ill effects from the iodide when taken to the extent of a drachm 
in a day for long periods. Slight salivation, a red rash, and catarrh were not 
common, though they occasionally occurred ; and they were by no means to be 
compared with local intracranial disease as alternatives. As to absorption of 
the testes, he had never seen it. The iodism of old authors was probably to be 
referred to the poisoning of the blood by the absorption into it of broken-down 
matter of goitres during their cure.— Brit. Med. Journ., Dec. 9, 1871. 

33. Therapeutic Value, of tlxe Hypodermic Injection of K ryot in e. in Haemop¬ 
tysis. —Dr. Currie ltrrcniE, of Manchester, has recently employed this treat- 



